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Purpose: To establish the basic structure for the admission of homeless students to 
schools in the district.  

Homeless students in the district will have access to the education and other services 
needed to ensure that an opportunity is available to meet the same co-curricular, 
extracurricular, and academic achievement standards to which all students are held. 

A liaison for students in homeless situations will be designated by the district to carry 
out duties as required by law. 

The district will ensure that homeless students are neither stigmatized nor segregated 
on the basis of their status as homeless.  A homeless student will be admitted to the 
district school in the attendance area in which the student is actually living or to the 
student’s school of origin (within the district or outside of the district) as requested by 
the parent/guardian and in accordance with the student’s best interest. Transportation 
will be provided to and from the student’s school of origin at the request of the 
parent/guardian or, in the case of an unaccompanied student, the district’s liaison for 
homeless students. 

The district will not deny admission to any student on the basis of race, religion, sex, 
disability, national origin or, immigration or English-speaking status (see policy JFABE, 
Admission of Limited English Proficiency and Migrant Students). 

The superintendent will develop administrative procedures to implement this policy.  

Cf. EEA, IHBA, JFAA, JH, JRA 

Adopted 5/11/04; Revised 12/8/15, 11/13/18, 12/10/19 

Legal References: 

United States Code of Laws, as amended: 

Every Student Succeeds Act, Pub. L. No. 114–95, 129 Stat. 1802. 

McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, 42 U.S.C.A. Section 11431, et 
seq. 

Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, 29 U.S.C.A. Section 701, et 
seq. 

Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act, 42 U.S.C.A. 12132. 

Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C.A. Section 2000c, et seq. 

Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 42 U.S.C.A. Section 2000d, et seq. 



Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 20 U.S.C.A. Section 1681, 
et seq. 

S. C. Code of Laws, 1976, as amended: 

Section 59-1-435 - Religious Viewpoints Antidiscrimination Act. 

Section 59-63-40 - Discrimination on account of race, creed, color, or 
national origin prohibited. 

Federal Cases: 

Parents Involved in Cmty. Schs. v. Seattle Sch. Dist. No. 1, 551 U.S. 701 
(2007). 

Plyler v. Doe, 457 U.S. 202 (1982). 

S.C. State Board of Education Regulations: 

R-43-272.2 - Review process for homeless children and unaccompanied 
youth 
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Issued 11/1712/19 

The McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act, as amended by the Every Student 
Succeeds Act (ESSA), ensures students experiencing homelessness have equal 
access to the same free, appropriate public education, including a public preschool 
education as is provided to other students. 

Definitions 

Enrollment - attending classes and participating fully in school activities. 

School of origin - the school that the student attended when permanently housed or the 
school where last enrolled, including preschool. School of origin also includes 
designated receiving schools at the next grade level for all feeder schools. 

Homeless student - individual who lacks a fixed, regular, and adequate nighttime 
residence and includes the following: 

 student who is sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, 
economic hardship, or a similar reason; is living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or 
camping ground due to lack of alternative adequate accommodations; is living in 
emergency or transitional shelter; or is abandoned in a hospital 

 student who has a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place 
not designed for, or ordinarily used as, a regular sleeping accommodation for a 
human being 

 student who is living in a car, park, public space, abandoned building, 
substandard housing, bus or train station, or similar setting 

 migratory student who qualifies as homeless because the student is living in 
circumstances described above 

Unaccompanied student - includes a student not in the physical custody of a 
parent/guardian. 

Assignment to School 

The district will, according to the student’s best interest, continue the student’s 
education in the school of origin for the duration of homelessness, or enroll the student 
in a school in the attendance area in which the homeless student is actually living on the 
same basis as other students. If a student becomes permanently housed during the 
academic year, he/she is entitled to stay in the school of origin for the remainder of the 
school year. 

In determining the best interest of the students, the district will do the following: 



 The district must presume that keeping a homeless student in the school of origin 
is in the student’s best interest, unless doing so is contrary to the wishes of the 
student’s parent/guardian/caregiver. 

 Provide a written explanation, including a statement regarding the right to appeal, 
if the district sends a homeless student to a school other than the school of origin 
or a school requested by the parent/guardian/caregiver. 

 In the case of an unaccompanied student, ensure that the district’s liaison helps 
in placement or enrollment decisions, considers the views of the student, and 
provides notice of the right to appeal. The district must identify and remove 
barriers that prevent unaccompanied students from receiving appropriate credit 
for full or partial coursework satisfactorily completed while attending a prior 
school. 

Enrollment 

The district will immediately enroll students even if the student has missed application or 
enrollment deadlines during any period of homelessness. 

The district will immediately enroll the student in the school selected even if the student 
is unable to produce records normally required for enrollment such as academic 
records, health records, proof of residency, or other documentation. 

The district will immediately contact the school last attended to obtain relevant 
academic and other records. 

If the student needs to obtain immunizations or immunization or health records, the 
district will immediately refer the parent/guardian/caregiver to the district’s liaison who 
will help in obtaining necessary immunizations or records. 

Records 

Any records ordinarily maintained by the district, including immunization and other 
required health records, academic records, birth certificates, guardianship records, and 
evaluations for special services or programs, will be maintained so that the records are 
available in a timely fashion when a homeless student enters a new school or district, 
consistent with state and federal law. 

Privacy 

Information about a homeless student’s living situation will be treated as a student 
education record and will not be deemed to be directory information. 

Enrollment Disputes 

If a dispute arises over eligibility, school selection, or enrollment, the student will be 
immediately admitted to the school requested pending resolution of the dispute. 



The school will provide the parent/guardian/caregiver or unaccompanied youth with a 
written explanation of any decision regarding eligibility, school selection, or enrollment, 
including the rights of the parent/guardian/caregiver or youth to appeal the decision. 

If an appeal is requested either in writing or verbally the school will refer the 
parent/guardian/caregiver or youth to the district’s homeless liaison. The liaison will 
ensure that the resolution process is carried out as expeditiously as possible. 

The student or parent/guardian/caregiver will be referred to the district’s liaison who will 
ensure the resolution process is carried out as expeditiously as possible. In the case of 
an unaccompanied student, the district’s liaison will ensure the student is immediately 
enrolled in school pending the resolution of the dispute. 

If the dispute cannot be settled by the district’s homeless liaison, it will be referred to the 
district civil rights officer. If the dispute can not be resolved by the district civil rights 
officer, the matter should be appealed to the superintendent or his/her designee. If the 
matter cannot be resolved at that level, the parent/guardian/caregiver or youth will be 
informed of their right to appeal the decision through the State Department of 
Education’s office of federal and state accountability. 

Services 

Each homeless student will be provided services comparable to services offered to 
other students, including the following: 

 transportation services - the district must provide students experiencing 
homelessness with transportation to and from their school of origin at a 
parent/guardian/caregiver’s request. If the student is living outside of the school 
of origin’s district, the district where the student is living and the school of origin’s 
district must determine how to divide the responsibility and cost of providing 
transportation or they must share the responsibility and cost equally. 

 education services for which the student is eligible, such as the following: 

- Title 1 

- special education 

- programs for students with limited English proficiency 

- professional technical programs 

- talented and gifted programs 

 school nutrition programs - to help ensure that students experiencing 
homelessness are ready for learning, the U.S. Department of Agriculture has 
determined that all homeless children and youth are automatically eligible for free 
meals. On the day a homeless student enrolls in school, the enrolling school 



must submit the student’s name to the district’s nutrition office for immediate 
processing. 

Coordination 

The district will coordinate the provision of services to homeless students with local 
social service agencies and other agencies or programs providing services to homeless 
students and their families. Services will also be provided in cooperation with other 
districts on interdistrict issues, such as transportation or transfer of school records, to 
ensure that homeless students have access to available education and related services. 

District Liaison 

The district’s liaison will ensure the following: 

 Homeless students are promptly identified. 
 Homeless students enroll in and have a full and equal opportunity to succeed in 

district schools. 
 Homeless families and students receive educational services for which they are 

eligible, including Early Headstart, early intervention services, and other 
preschool programs administered by the district. Homeless families and students 
receive referrals to healthcare, dental, mental health and substance abuse 
services, housing services, and other appropriate services. 

 The parent/guardian/caregiver of a homeless student is informed of the 
educational and related opportunities available to the student and is provided 
with meaningful opportunities to participate in the education of his/her child. 

 Public notice of the educational rights of homeless students is distributed where 
such students receive services (e.g., schools, family shelters, and soup 
kitchens). 

 Enrollment disputes are mediated. 
 The parent/guardian/caregiver of a homeless student or any unaccompanied 

student is fully informed of all transportation services, including transportation to 
the school of origin, and is assisted in accessing transportation to the school 
selected. 

 School personnel, service providers, and advocates working with homeless 
students and their families are informed of the liaison’s duties. 

The district’s liaison will coordinate and collaborate with the state coordinator, 
community, and school personnel responsible for the provision of education and related 
services to homeless students. 

Participation in Extracurricular Activities 

Students experiencing homelessness must be able to enroll in school immediately 
including attending classes and participating in extracurricular activities such as sports, 
performing arts and clubs. 



The South Carolina High School League (SCHSL) by-laws allow immediate eligibility 
when a student’s entire family is deemed homeless under the McKinney-Vento Act, but 
a student transferring under McKinney-Vento as an unaccompanied youth must seek an 
eligibility appeal before participating.  Since SCHSL is not the governing authority and 
McKinney-Vento is a federal laws and doesn’t distinguish between an unaccompanied 
youth and a student whose entire family is homeless the unaccompanied youth cannot 
be required to complete an appeal. 

In instances where a student has been denied the right to participate in extracurricular 
activities, the principal or designee will notify the parent/legal guardian of the denial and 
the right to appeal.  The appeal must be made within 10 school days.  All appeals will 
be reviewed by a committee, which may include, but is not limited to, the district athletic 
director, the McKinney-Vento coordinator or director of support services, and an 
executive director that does not supervise the school.  The decision of the committee is 
final. 
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